RUNCORN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL 


REPORT 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


and 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


For  year  ending  31st  December  1970 


URBAN  DISTINCT  COUNCIL  OF  RUNCORN 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

19  7  0 


of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


and  the  report  of  the 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Official  of  the  Public  Health  Department 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Dr  J  E  O'Malley  MRCS  LRCP  DPH 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Middlewich,  Northvrich  and  Winsford  Urban  and  Northwich  and  Runcorn  Rural 
District  Councils  and  Divisional  Medical  Officer  to  the  Mid-Cheshire 
and  Runcorn  Divisions. 


Public  Health  Inspectors 

Chief  A  Duckworth  MAPHI  Smoke  Inspector's  Diploma 

Deputy  Chief  R  L  Wilson  MAPHI  Smoke  Inspector's  Diploma 
Additional  A  C  Barker  DipPHIEB  MAPHI 

Technical  Assistant  J  W  Whitmarsh  (Resigned  May  1970) 

Clerical  Assistant  Mrs  M  M  Findlow 

Refuse  Superintendent  I  P  Galbraith 


1 


Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Runcorn 


Chairman  of  the  Council 

Councillor  R  C  Woods 


Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council 


Councillor  G  E  Povey 

(Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee) 


Councillor  T  Clare 

”  C  Davies 

"  W  Davies 

"  G  H  Dutton 

"  K  J  Ebb  re  11 

"  0  Findlow 

"  W  T  A  Foster 

"  G  R  Gray 

"  PH  Hardley 

"  C  J  Helsby  JP 

"  S  J  Hind 

"  C  S  Howard 

”  AT  Jameson 

M  J  Looker 

”  H  L  Lunt 

"  Miss  J  Mount 

"  A  Parr 

County  Alderman  Miss  M  J  Preece  MBE 

Councillor  S  G  Rose 

"  Mrs  M  B  Sherlock 

"  C  K  Sumner 

M  S  Williams 


Officers 

Clerk,  Solicitor  and  Chief  Executive  Officer:  T  J  Lewis 
Engineer  &  Surveyor:  K  P  Leake  CEng  MICE  FIMunE 

Treasurer:  C  N  Green 


-  2  - 


CONTENTS 


Page 

List  of  Staff  ..  ..  . .  1 

List  of  Councillors  •«>  ••  . .  2 

Introduction  -  Medical  Officer  of  Health  ..  ..  5 


SECTION  A 

1.  Comparative  General  Statistics  -  1969/70  . .  7 

2.  Vital  Statistics  .  ..  ..  7 

3.  Infant  Mortality  ..  ,, .  «.  8 

4.  Deaths  •.  ••  . .  ••  8 

5.  Causes  of  Deaths  during  the  year  1970  ..  ••  8 

6.  Infectious  and  other  Notifiable  Diseases,  1970  9 

Introduction  -  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  10 


SECTION  B 

1.  ’  Water  Supply  ••  ••  .  ••  . .  11 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewerage  ..  12 

3.  Relief  of  Flooding .  12 

4.  Public  Cleansing  . .  12 

5«  Civic  Amenities  Act  1967  .  .  .  13 

6.  Inspections  and  Visits  ..  •»  . «  ••  . .  13 

7.  Clean  Air  Acts  1956  and  1968  . •  . .  ••  •«  14 

(a)  Dark  Smoke  ••  . .  . .  14 

(b)  Grit  and  Dust  ••  ••  ».  ••  ••  14 

(c)  New  Furnaces  ..  ..  ..  ••  15 

(d)  Height  of  Chimneys  ..  ..  . •  . .  15 

(e)  Smoke  Control  Areas  ..  . ,  ••  . .  15 

8.  Noise  . .  . .  ‘ .  16 

9.  New  Development  . .  ••  . .  16 

10.  Public  Swimming  Baths  ..  ..  16 

11.  Vermin  and  Insect  Pests . .  ••  17 

12.  Rodent  Control  ..  . .  . .  ••  ..  ..  17 


-  3  - 


SECTION  C 


Page 

HOUSING 

1.  Housing  ..  .  18 

2.  Slum  Clearance  ••  .  18 

3.  Housing  Waiting  List  .  18 

4.  Improvement  of  Houses  ..  . .  19 


SECTION  D 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

1.  (a)  Milk  Supply  .  . .  . •  20 

(b)  Milk  Sampling .  20 

2.  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations  1963  and  1963  20 

3.  Ice  Cream  Sampling  ..  ..  . .  20 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT  1955 

1.  (a)  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations 

Regulations  16  and  19  .  21 

(b)  Inspection  of  Food  Premises  .  . .  21 

(c)  Poultry  Inspection .  . .  21 

(d)  Unsound  Food  .  •  . .  21 

2  ADULTERATION  OF  FOoD  22 


SECTION  E 

1.  General . .  23 

2.  Accidents  .  •  ••  . .  23 

ANNEX  to  Annual  Report  -  Administration  of  Factories 

Act  1961  .  24 


-  4  - 


URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  RUNCORN 


Tel:  Runcorn  72261  Public  Health  Department 

Town  Hall 
Runcorn 

August  1971 

To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Runcorn 

Dear  Mr  Chairman  &  Councillors 


ANNUAL  REPORT  1970 


The  past  year  has  seen  many  important  changes.  The  abolition  of 
Divisional  Health  Committees  resulted  largely  from  the  setting  up  of  the 
new  Social  Services  Department.  Because  of  this  the  annual  report  to 
the  Divisional  Health  Committee  previously  included  as  an  appendix  to 
this  report  will  not  now  appear  in  the  future. 

The  Divisional  Health  Committees  had  remained  in  being  since  the  National 
Health  Service  was  created  in  19^8  and  it  was  with  ;_.reat  reluctance  that 
the  County  Health  Committee  agreed  to  their  being  disbanded. 

Another  major  change  has  been  the  setting  up  of  tie  new  Social  Services 
Department.  This  meant  the  loss  from  the  Health  Department  of  the  Mental 
Health  Service,  the  Home  Help  Service  and  the  Services  for  the  Physically 
Handicapped  and  their  transfer  to  the  new  Area  Social  Services  Departments. 
Preparation  for  the  setting  up  of  the  new  department  took  place  over  very 
many  months  and  involved  the  divisional  health  staff  in  much  work 
preparing  for  the  hand  over. 

As  a  result  of  County  Health  Department  policy  it  has  been  necessary  to 
fuse  together  existing  divisions  and  to  base  divisional  health  adminis¬ 
tration  on  new  combined  divisions. 

So  far  as  the  divisions  of  Runcorn  and  Mid-Cheshire  are  concerned  many 
administrative  changes  have  taken  place  in  order  to  create  a  single  large 
division.  Initially  this  meant  the  loss  of  one  of  my  Divisional 
Administrative  Assistants,  Mr  W  R  Jones,  and  the  assumption  of  the 
administration  of  both  divisions  by  my  Divisional  Administrative  Assistant 
Mr  S  R  large. 

There  has  been  an  expansion  at  one  administrative  centre  with  a 
corresponding  contraction  to  a  sub  office  at  the  other.  These  changes 
have,  of  course,  led  to  uncertainties  and  inevitable  changes  of  duties  for 
the  staff  involved.  So  far  as  possible  this  major  change  was  brought  about 
with  the  minimum  of  trauma  to  the  staff  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  the 
divisional  administrative  and  clerical  staffs  for  their  loyalty  and  support 
through  what  has  undoubtedly  been  a  time  of  considerable  re-adjustment  and 
re-orientation. 

With  regard  to  immunisation  against  infectious  diseases  the  outbreak  of 
diphtheria  in  a  nearby  large  city  again  emphasised  the  important  lesson 
that  mothers  must  make  every  effort  to  have  their  children  immunised  by 
accepting  the  invitations  sent  to  them  by  the  Health  Department.  Only  in 
this  way,  by  maintaining  a  high  immunisation  rate,  can  serious  infectious 
diseases  such  as  this  be  kept  under  control. 
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Measles  immunisation  has  been  recommended  now  that  the  national  supply 
has  improved  and  this  is  to  be  welcomed  as  there  is  still  mortality  and 
considerable  morbidity  from  the  complications  resulting  from  measles 
infection.  The  introduction  of  rubella  vaccination  for  young  adolescent 
girls  is  a  great  advance  as  this  should  prevent  babies  in  subsequent 
generations  from  being  born  with  severe  handicaps  due  to  the  mother 
contracting  the  disease  during  pregnancy. 

The  County  scheme  for  computerised  call  up  for  cervical  cytology 
commenced  in  September  1970  and  the  response  to  date  has  been  encouraging. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  screening  programme  will  identify  pre-cancerous 
conditions  of  the  cervix  at  a  time  when  treatment  can  effect  a  complete 
cure. 

The  work  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate  is  largely  taken  for  granted 
by  the  public  and  I  should  emphasize  the  vital  role  which  the  Inspectors 
play  in  the  maintenance  of  high  standards  in  the  environmental  side  of 
public  health 

Reference  to  later  pages  of  the  report  indicate  environmental  health 
matters  dealt  with  during  the  year  and  show  the  wide  variety  and 
importance  of  their  work. 

The  investigation  of  food  poisoning  cases  and  axcretors,the  tracing  and 
surveillance  of  typhoid  and  other  infectious  disease  contacts  has  been  a 
frequent  part  of  their  work.  Continental  holidays  are  now  common  and 
invariably  this  brings  with  it  contact  tracing  and  surveillance  of  such 
potentially  serious  infectious  diseases  as  typhoid  fever.  Returning 
holiday  makers  not  infrequently  become  either  cases  or  contacts  of  this 
disease  especially  if  they  have  been  to  certain  countries  bordering  the 
Mediterranean  where  purity  of  water  supplies  and  clean  food  cannot  always 
be  guaranteed. 

The  latter  highlights  the  important  role  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectorate 
in  the  control  of  communicable  diseases.  Changes  in  the  structure  of 
local  government  at  both  first  and  second  tier  levels  are  imminent  and  in 
the  re-organisation  of  local  government  and  the  health  services  it  is 
vital  that  this  important  aspect  of  the  control  of  communicable  diseases 
will  not  be  lost  to  sight. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Mr  Duckworth  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
his  staff  for  their  loyalty  and  support,  to  the  Clerk  and  the  Chief 
Officers  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  advice,  to  the  Chairman  and 
members  of  the  Committee  for  their  constant  co-operation. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 


Your  obedient  Servant 


J  E  O'MALLEY 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


SECTION  A 


General  and  Vital  Statistics 


1  COMPARATIVE  GENERaL  STATISTICS  -  1969/70 


Year 


1969 

1970 

Population  (estimated  mid-year)  . 

^rea  (^cres  of  District)  . 

Rateable  Value  . . 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  (estimated)  .. 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  dwellings  • . 

31,560 

8,036 

£1,671,953 

£7,150 

10,822 

33,840 
8,036 
£1,827,05 7 
£7,600 
11,992 

2  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Comparable 
Figures 
England  & 
Wales 

Legitimate  . 

300 

266 

566 

Illegitimate  . .  . . 

18 

18 

36 

318  284  602 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1 ,000  population 

17.8 

16.0 

■"Corrected  Live  Birth  Rate  per 

1 ,000  population  (Comparability 
Factor  0.99) 

17.6 

16.0 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per 
cent  of  total  births 

6.0 

8.0 

Males 

Females 

Total 

STILL  BIRTHS  7 

LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS  325 

_±  00 
00 

OJ 

11 

613 

Still  Birth  Rate  per 

1 ,000  total  Live  and 

Still  Births 

18 

13 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR 

OF  AGE 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Legitimate  . •  . .  . .  9 

Illegitimate 

6 

15 
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3  INFaNT  mortality 


Comparable 
Figures 
England  & 
Wales 


Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  births  23  18 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks) 

per  1,000  total  live  births  8  12 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one 

week)  per  1,000  total  live  births  .  5  11 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths 
under  one  week  combined  per  1 ,000  total 

live  and  still  births)  23  23 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion)  Nil  Nil 


4  DEATHS 


Males  Females  Total 

iill  causes  201  165  366 

Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  population 

"■Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1 ,000 
population  (Comparability 
Factor  1.25) 


10.8  11.7 


13.5  11.7 


*Note:  The  corrected  birth  and  death  rates  are  those  which  are 
obtained  when  the  crude  local  rates  are  adjusted  to  make  allowance  for 
the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  local  population 
differs  from  that  for  England  and  Wales.  The  corrected  rates  are 
comparable  with  the  crude  rates  for  England  and  Wales,  and  the 
corresponding  adjusted  rates  for  any  other  area. 


3  TOT.vL  DEATHS  1970 


Causes  of  deaths 


Male  Female 


Enteritis  and  other  Diarrhoeal  Diseases  .••••.  1 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  diseases  .  2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Oesophagus  .  1  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  .  8  3 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Intestine  .  4  10 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Larynx  .  1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus  .  15  2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  .  5 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  .  2 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Prostate  .  4 

Leukaemia  . . .  . •  . .  1 

Other  Malignant  Neoplasms  .  13  10 

Benign  and  Unspecified  Neoplasms  . .  1 

Diabetes  Mellitus  .  -  2 

Other  Endocrino  etc  Diseases .  -  2 

Anaemias  ••  -  1 

Meningitis  ..  . .  . .  . .  ••  ••  . .  ••  2 

Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System  ..  1  2 
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Male  Female 


Chronic  Rheumatic  Heart  Disease  .•  .  1 

Hypertensive  Disease  .  ••  ••  .2 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease  .  6l 

Other  forms  of  Heart  Disease  .  4 

Cerebrovascular  Disease  ••  ».  20 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System  .  5 

Influenza  . .  . .  . .  10 

Pneumonia  .  5 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  . .  18 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  .  2 

Peptic  Ulcer  .  1 

Intestinal  Obstruction  and  Hernia  ••  « .  1 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  System  .  1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  .  4 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  .  1 

Other  Diseases,  Genito-Urinary  System  . 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skeletal  System  .  1 

Congenital  ^omalios  . .  . . 

Birth , Injury ,  Difficult  Labour  etc  .  - 

Other  Causes  of  Perinatal  Mortality  ••  »»  ••  1 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  »•  . .  ..  . .  4 

All  other  accidents  ••  . .  3 

Suicide  and  Self  Inflicted  Injuries  .  1 

nil  Other  External  Causes  .  .•  ».  1 


5 

30 

5 

28 

13 

3 

14 

4 
2 
2 


4 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 


201  165 


Infectious  and  Other  Diseases  -  Statistics 


6  INFECTIOUS  iiND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  1970 


Measles  • •  • •  • 

Scarlet  Fever  • 
Whooping  Cough  • 
Tuberculosis  .»  • 

Paratyphoid  Fever  • 
Dysentery  •.  . 

Infective  Hepatitis 
Acute  Meningitis 
Food  Poisoning  „ 


1970  1969 


317  36 

27  20 

11  4 

5  6 

1 
1 

7  11 

2 
1 


-  9  - 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHI_lF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 


I  wish  to  thank  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  opportunity  of 
commenting  on  the  environmental  health  services  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  Sections  C,  D  and  E  and  my  appreciation  of  the  work  of  all 
the  members  of  the  Public  Health  Department  who  throughout  the  year 
have  worked  hard  and  enthusiastically. 

Rapid  changes  talcing  place  in  the  Town  have  actively  involved  the  Public 
Health  Department  in  many  aspects  of  the  environmental  health  services. 

The  rapid  house  building  programme  in  the  Nev;  Town  urea  has  meant  that 
the  refuse  collection  service  has  been  extended  but  has  coped  satis¬ 
factorily  with  the  new  methods  of  collection  and  the  problems  of 
servicing  housing  areas  which  depart  from  traditional  methods. 

rt  strict  check  by  routine  inspection  and  treatment  has  been  kept  on  new 
building  sites  against  rat  infestation  which  can  become  a  difficult 
problem  on  former  agricultural  land.  Severe  infestations  of  mice  in  new 
houses  soon  after  completion  were  cleared  by  block  treatments. 

rtf ter  a  lull  in  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses  a  big  step  forward  was 
made  during  the  year  by  the  representing  of  over  200  unfit  houses  for 
clearance  and  the  formulation  of  the  provisional  1971-75  clearance 
programme  which  should  largely  cure  the  problem  of  unfit  houses. 

The  disappointing  halt  in  the  smoke  control  area  programme  due  to  the 
shortage  of  solid  smokeless  fuels  has  slowed  down  the  programme  but 
forecasts  of  fuel  supplies  for  1971  onwards  indicate  that  the  programme 
should  then  be  speeded  up  and  plans  are  in  hand  in  readiness  for  this. 

I  have  to  report  again  that  indiscriminate  tipping  still  takes  place  in 
the  area  on  open  sites  despite  the  fact  that  the  Refuse  Tip  is  open  at 
weekends  to  accept  rubbish  free.  The  introduction  of  a  free  collection 
of  bulky  household  refuse  should  help  to  alleviate  the  problem. 

rtn  essential  and  important  part  of  the  Departments  work  is  the  inspection 
of  plans  for  approval  for  new  food  premises,  shops,  offices,  factories 
and  housing  to  ensure  compliance  with  the  food  hygiene ,  health  and 
welfare  legislation  which  involves  many  meetings  and  discussions.  Extra 
effort  and  time  spent  at  the  planning  stage  eliminates  faults  and  errors 
which  would  bo  difficult  to  cure  wien  completed. 


A  DUCKWORTH 


Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
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SECTION  B 


Sanitary  Circumstances 


1  WATER  SUPPLY 

Supplied  by  Warrington,  Runcorn  and  District  Water  Board,  Pinners  Brow, 
Warrington.  Telephone  Warrington  33537- 

The  water  supply  consists  of  water  from  Lake  Vymwy  and  the  River  Dee 
aqueducts  of  Liverpool  Corporation  with  the  exception  of  a  number  of 
farms  which  have  a  private  supply. 

No  of  Samples  of  Water  taken  during 

the  year  for  Bacteriological  examination  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 


Vyrnwy  . .  ..  . . .  20  1 

Dee  .  48  2 


Follow  up  samples  of  the  2  unsatisfactory  Dee  water  samples  and  the 
Vymwy  sample  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

The  Vymwy  water  is  chlorinated  at  the  point  where  the  Water  Board's 


main  joins  the  main  Vyrnwy  trunk  main. 

Vymwy  Water 

Dee  Water 

Quantity  . 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Quality  . 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory 

Plumbo-Solvent  action  •* 

9  •  9  9 

None 

None 

*Lead  Determination  after 
Hr  contact  period  •  • 

16 

Less  than  0.1 
parts  per 
million 

Less  than  0.1 
parts  per 
million 

P  H  Value  . 

7.6 

7.5 

No  of  dwelling  houses  via 
to  taps  ..  ..  o.  .. 

mains 

11, 

992 

Dwelling  served  by  stand  pipes 

Nil 

Nil 

*Samples  of  water  were  taken  from  areas  where  there  are  lead  feedpipes. 
These  samples  were  taken  to  ascertain  the  concentration  of  lead  in  the 
water  supply  after  a  period  of  contact  with  the  lead  pipe.  The  limit  of 
lead  concentration  recommended  by  the  World  Health  Organisation  after 
16  hours  contact  is  0.3  parts  per  million. 
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2  DRAINAGE  «ND  SEWERAGE 


Comments  have  been  made  in  past  years  about  the  unsatisfactory  discharge 
of  untreated  sewage  into  the  River  Mersey  and  the  chance  to  re-design 
the  sewerage  system  of  the  old  parts  of  the  town  in  conjunction  with  the 
lay-out  of  the  sewerage  system  for  the  New  Town.  Some  progress  has  been 
made,  and  the  length  of  trunk  sewer  from  the  existing  Highfield  Works  to 
the  new  sewerage  works  at  Astmoor  has  been  laid.  The  Council  has  agreed 
to  pay  a  contribution  for  a  larger  sewer  in  order  that  their  future 
requirements  can  be  met.  The  new  sewage  works  was  opened  in  1969  anc* 
the  foul  sewage  of  the  New  Town  housing  and  industrial  estates  is 
treated  thereat  and  plans  are  being  made  for  the  Council's  own  system  to 
be  connected  to  it  at  an  early  date. 


3  RELIEF  OF  FLOODING  IN  MQUGHLaND  LANE,  OXFORD  RO.iD  AND  HINTON  RO*D 

The  scheme  prepared  by  Consultants  and  approved  by  the  Minister  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  for  the  relief  of  flooding  which  occurred 
in  storm  conditions  in  the  area  of  Moughland  Lahc,  Oxford  Road  and 
Hinton  Road,  was  commenced  during  the  year  and  should  be  completed  in 
early  1971. 


4  PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

A  weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  has  been  maintained  generally 
throughout  the  area  except  for  the  period  in  October  when  the  "dirty" 
job  strike  affected  collections. 

The  rapid  extension  of  the  New  Town  Area  is  being  coped  with  satis¬ 
factorily  by  means  of  the  plastic  sack  system  but  it  involves  continual 
adjustment  and  re-organisation  of  the  various  rounds.  Various  methods 
of  collection  are  being  tried  out  to  cater  for  future  development 
especially  in  respect  of  the  deck  housing,  factories  and  the  new 
shopping  centre. 

All  plans  for  future  housing  developments,  schools,  factories,  shopping 
centre  are  examined  before  approval  so  that  the  methods  of  collection 
can  be  planned  to  fall  in  line  with  the  Council's  methods.  The  economic 
routing  to  access  points,  road  layouts,  types  of  storage  accommodation 
are  scrutinised  to  ensure  that  these  are  satisfactory  and  recommendations 
made  to  the  Development  Corporation  i*rchitects. 

With  the  increase  in  the  number  of  smoke  control  areas  and  in  heating 
appliances  away  from  solid  fuel  the  problem  of  extra  refuse  to  be 
disposed  of  from  households  increases  yearly.  Refuse  is  becoming 
bulkier  and  lighter  and  in  the  very  near  future  refuse  containers  will 
need  to  be  bigger.  Various  experiments  with  large  types  sack  and 
containers  are  being  carried  out  in  anticipation  of  future  requirements. 

The  innovation  of  6  md  7  persons  dwellings  at  Halton  Lodge  and  Halton 
Brook  Phase  III  necessitated  a  review  of  the  Council's  conditions  of 
approval  of  refuse  storage  accommodation  having  regard  to  the  Ministry 
Working  Party  on  Refuse  Collection  prediction  that  the  refuse  output  of 
the  national  average  household  of  3  person  would  reach  4  to  5  cubic  feet 
between  1977-82.  On  this  basis  a  refuse  cupboard  of  sufficient  size  to 
hold  three  44?  cu  ft  1&£  inch  diameter  refuse  sacks  is  required  for 
those  larger  dwellings. 
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Tipping  is  still  taking  place  at  the  Castle  Rise  Tip  but  it  is  expected 
that  it  will  be  filled  by  the  end  of  1970  when  tipping  will  be 
transferred  to  Weston  Road  Tip. 

The  long  term  refuse  disposal  arrangements  become  more  pressing  and  with 
land  for  tipping  scarcer  and  the  planning  authorities  imposing  very 
strict  conditions  where  permission  is  given  for  tipping  the  provision 
of  an  incinerator  on  a  regional  basis  appears  to  bo  the  only 
practicable  solution. 


5  CIVIC  .iMSNITIES  ACT  1967 

«  large  amount  of  time  and  money  is  still  being  spent  clearing  open 
sites,  ditches,  hedges  and  verges  of  surplus  rubbish  dumped  there 
indiscriminately  by  irresponsible  people.  ^ s  much  trouble  and  time  is 
spent  in  looking  for  these  sites  as  a  trip  to  the  Council's  Refuse 
Tip,  now  at  Weston  Road,  although  it  is  the  Council's  policy  to 
prosecute,  it  is  difficult  to  find  the  offenders.  It  is  disappointing 
to  report  that  the  problem  is  worsening  but  the  Council's  policy  of 
clearing  all  surplus  household  rubbish  free  may  help  to  end  the  problem. 


6  INSPECTIONS  <iND  VISITS 

Unsound  Food .  ..  ••  ..  . .  <>.  88 

Bakeries  ..  .  ° .  1 

Cafes ,  canteens  and  restaurants  . «•  31 

Food  factories  ..  ..  . . .  19 

Licensed  premises .  ••  ••  11 

Market  stalls  .  70 

Food  shops . 71 

Food  vehicles  ..  ..  • •  • •  • .  • •  . .  41 

Domestic  water  samples  .  19 

Swimming  bath  water  samples  .  7 

Ice  cream  and  lollic  samples  .  37 

animal  boarding  establishments  . .  • •  1 

Caravans  ..  . .  9 

Complaints  .  359 

Demolition  of  property  .  7 

Drainage  .  462 

Factories  using  mechanical  power  . .  ..  7 

Building  operations  and  works  of  engineering 

construction  ..  12 

Hairdressers .  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 

House  inspections  and  revisits  . .  4 57 

Improvement  grants  ••  ••  ..  ..  ••  • .  40 

Infectious  disease  investigations  .  21 

Infectious  disease  surveillance  ••  .  2 8 

Interviews  ••  . . .  ..  ..  347 

Miscellaneous  ••  . .  .  •  ..  . .  494 

Noise  abatement  .  50 

Nuisance  abatement  ..  ..  . .  562 

Offices  and  shops  ..  ..  ••  ..  ..  .»  •«  11 6 

Pet  shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  . .  •.  ..  ..  8 

Petroleum  acts  .  33 

Places  of  entertainment  ••  . .  ••  . .  ..  3 

Public  conveniences  ..  ••  ••  ..  ..  ••  33 

Smoke  nuisance  abatement  . .  32 
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Smoke  control  areas  ••  .. 

597 

air  pollution  survey  ..  .. 

208 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

562 

Riding  establishments  ..  .. 

1 

Rodent  control  ..  ..  .. 

114 

Vacant  sites  . 

17 

Vermin  and  insect  nests  . .  .. 

99 

Water  supply  ..  ..  ..  .. 

•  0 

18 

.idministration  .  . . . 

322 

Work  Study  . 

38 

Boilers  and  furnaces  . .  2 

— 

5456 


7  CLHJ1  aCTS  1956  ,J1D  1968 
(a)  Prohibition  of  Dark  Smoke 

It  was  again  necessary  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  one  industrial  firm  on 
several  occasions  the  intermittent  emissions  of  black  and  dark  smoke 
from  the  boiler  chimneys  of  its  two  factories.  The  firm’s  reasons  for 
the  emissions  was  the  boiler  operators  inattention,  and  relatively 
"clean"  periods  of  a  few  weeks  duration  followed  on  each  occasion  after 
complaint. 

One  of  those  two  complaints  has  been  eliminated  by  the  replacement  of  the 
coal  fired  boiler  by  a  new  oil  fired  boiler  plant  but  the  remaining  plant 
is  still  an  embarrassment  to  the  Department  as  it  is  now  one  of  the  last 
coal  burning  plants,  the  majority  having  been  replaced  by  modem  boiler 
plant,  mainly  oil  fired. 

The  problems  of  dark  smoke  and  nuisance  from  chimneys  is  not  confined  to 
large  industrial  installations  as  illustrated  by  two  complaints 
investigatedduring  the  year,  one  the  emission  of  dark  smoke  from  the 
chimney  of  an  oil  fired  boiler  serving  a  dry  cleaning  shop  rectified  by 
the  correction  of  a  fault  on  the  burner;  the  other  during  the  conversion 
of  a  coke  fired  school  boiler  to  oil  firing,  investigation  of  an  odour 
complaint  from  a  low  chimney  revealed  that  the  burners  for  the  three 
boilers  at  the  school  had  been  mixed  up  by  installation  engineers. 

Representations  to  Manchester  Port  Health  authority  about  dark  and  black 
smoke  emissions  from  a  Greek  ship  berthed  at  Old  Quay,  Runcorn  resulted 
in  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  ship’s  master  by  the  authority,  a 
fine  of  £20.00  being  imposed. 

Eleven  cases  of  dark  smoke  from  burning  waste  matter  in  the  open  were 
detected  and  warnings  issued  in  each  case.  Two  recurrences  after 
previous  warnings  resulted  in  the  firms  being  prosecuted  and  nominal 
fines  of  £5.00  and  £7-50  were  imposed. 

This  problem  of  burning  waste  matter  in  the  open  is  a  paricular  problem 
in  Runcorn  where  such  extensive  demolition,  roadworks  etc  are  taking 
place  and  unless  checked  can  cause  nuisance  and  unnecessary  pollution 
of  the  atmosphere. 


(b)  Grit  and  Dust 

Grit  nuisance  from  a  vertical  crosctube  boiler,  coal  fired  by  a  hopper 
model  5  speed  underfeed  stoker  continued  despite  modification  of  the 
air  ports  in  the  retort  to  provide  a  uniform  passage  of  air  through  the 
fuel.  The  company  concerned  are  being  pressed  to  provide  a  simple  high 
resistance  inerti.il  grit  arrestor  to  abate  the  nuisance. 
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(c)  New  Furnaces 

Twenty  six  notification  of  proposal  to  install  new  furnaces,  all  in 
boilers  were  received  comprising  15  oil  fired  and  9  gas  fired  industrial 
and  commercial  boilers  ^uid  one  oil  fired  and  one  solid  fuel  domestic 
central  heating  boiler  of  ratings  higher  than  60,000  Btu/hr.  All  were 
designed  to  operate  continuously  without  emitting  smoke.  No  notification 
to  install  incinerators  were  received. 


(d)  Height  of  Chimneys 

Six  applications  for  approval  of  the  height  of  chimneys,  tabulated 
below,  were  received  and  the  chimney  heights  fixed  to  ensure  the  adequate 
dispersion  of  sulphur  dioxide  gases. 

Followin0  the  introduction  of  natural  gas  during  the  year,  information 
was  sought  from  the  Gas  Councils’  Midlands  Research  Station  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  a  chimney  serving  a  large  gas  fired  boiler  installation.  Based 
on  carbon  dioxide  emissions,  using  amended  formula  a  chimney  height  of 
60ft  was  arrived  at  compared  with  180ft  had  heavy  fuel  oil  been  used. 


Table  of  approved  chimney  height  for  boiler  installations 


Maximum 

continuous 

Fuel 

Building 

Chimney 

rating , 

million  Btu/hr 

height  ft 

Height 

233 

Natural  Gas 

30 

60 

32 

Heavy  fuel  oil 

43 

144 

14 

Gas  oil 

14.5 

49 

8.1 

Gas  oil 

30 

60 

7-2 

Gas  oil 

31.5 

70 

3.33 

Heavy  fuel  oil 

16.5 

66 

(e)  Smoke  Control  areas 

Conservation  year  was  a  catastrophic  year  for  domestic  smoke  control, 
with  shortages  of  solid  smokeless  fuels  occurring  from  January  to  May 
and  again  in  November.  The  situation  was  exploited  by  irresponsible  coal 
merchants  with  the  result  that,  during  the  winter  of  1970/71  solid  smoke¬ 
less  fuel  factors  were  embarrassed  by  surplus  stocks  while  merchants 
sold. coal.  One  merchant  was  found  to  be  still  selling  coal  in  smoke 
control  areas  in  July  and  another  in  early  October.  Both  were  warned  of 
prosecution  by  the  Council  for  this  offence. 

Ten  householders  were  warned  about  burning  coal,  eight  of  them  being 
customers  of  the  above  two  coal  merchants. 

The  operative  date  of  the  No  5  Area  was  postponed  for  twelve  months  until 
1st  October  1971  because  of  the  anticipated  fuel  shortage.  The  No  6 
Order  made  29th  December  19&9  was  confirmed  by  the  Minister  on  24th 
August  and  becomes  operative  on  1st  July  1972. 

Approximately  5*706,  ie  47*5/  of  the  Urban  District’s  11,992  domestic 
premises  are  smoke  controlled  compared  with  48.3$  in  the  North  We stern 
"black  areas"  and  56$  of  Englands  total  "black  areas". 
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Britain's  air  is  cleaner  than  it  was,  but  it  is  still  foul*  probably  the 
foulest  in  Europe.  In  1969,  28,257  Britons  died  from  bronchitis,  a 
disease  which  has  been  established  to  be  closely  linked  with  air 
pollution.  In  France  the  figure  was  2,606  and  in  Holland  1,768. 

In  Runcorn  we  are  still  less  than  half  way  towards  smoke  control  and 
we  should  not  become  complacent. 


8  NOISE 

The  use  of  unmuffled  pneumatic  concrete  breakers  continues  in  the  absence 
of  effective  legislation  to  control  this  nuisance.  Abortive  attempts 
to  enforce  the  provision  of  efficient  mufflers  in  12  cases  were  made 
during  the  year,  the  same  contractors,  employed  by  the  statutory  under¬ 
takers,  being  involved  each  time.  Representations  to  the  statutory 
undertakers  to  control  their  contractors  in  this  respect  are  to  no  avail. 

It  was  again  necessary  to  warn  irresponsible  ice  cream  vendors  about 
using  their  chimes  after  7  pm.  Two  vendors  were  successfully  prosecuted 
following  previous  warnings. 

The  only  complaint  received  concerned  noise  from  a  joinery  workshop 
adjoining  the  gable  of  a  terraced  house.  The  screeching  noise  from  a 
sawblade  was  eliminated  by  its  renewal  and  mounting  the  machine  on  used 
rubber  belting  eliminated  vibration.  Suitable  lining  to  the  workshop 
side  of  the  gable  vail  reduced  the  noise  of  hammering  md  bumping  but , 
having  taken  th>.  best  practicable  means,  a  nuisance  still  existed  which 
could  only  be  rectified  at  common  law  by  the  complainant. 

The  setting  up  of  the  Noise  Council  by  the  government  to  examine  the 
whole  question  of  noise  and  the  law  relating  to  it  is  a  welcome  step. 


9  NEW  DEVELOPMENT 

The  inspection  of  the  large  number  of  plans  depoated  with  the  Council 
for  Building  Regulations  approval  concerning  food  premises,  shops, 
offices,  factories  and  housing  continues  to  ensure  compliance  with  the 
appropriate  food  hygiene,  health,  safety  and  welfare  legislation  and  the 
provision  of  suitable  and  sufficient  refuse  storage  accommodation. 


10  PUBLIC  SWI,  liilNG  BATHS 

The  Urban  District  Council  maintains  a  Public  Swmming  Bath.  The  mains 
water  used  is  filtered  and  chlorinated.  Daily  checks  are  made  for 
chlorine  content  by  the  Baths  Superintendent. 

Four  bacteriological  samples  of  Bath's  water  were  submitted  for  analysis 
and  the  Analyst  reported  that  "The  condition  of  the  bath  is  satisfactory" 
with  the  exception  of  one  sample  of  outlet  water  which  was  reported 
unsatisfactory. 
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11  VERMIN  AND  INSECT  PESTS 

The  following  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year  : 


Infested  and 

Disinfested 

R  D  C 
Houses 

Council 

Houses 

Other 

Houses 

Other 

Premises 

Ants 

nil 

18 

8 

3 

Beetles 

12 

1 

1 

1 

Bed  Bugs 

12 

12 

10 

nil 

Cockroaches 

nil 

3 

2 

nil 

Fleas 

28 

2 

2 

nil 

Wasp  Nests 

1 

nil 

2 

nil 

Miscellaneous 

3 

2 

nil 

2 

Total 

56 

38 

25 

6 

12  RODENT  CONTROL 

936  inspections  of  premises  resulted  in  the  treatment  of  376  infestations 
of  rats,  391  of  mice  an  increase  on  the  previous  year  but  the  population 
is  increasing  rapidly  and  former  agricultural  land  is  being  rapidly 
developed  for  housing  and  industrial  purposes.  Close  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  area  of  the  New  Town  which  comprises  a  large  proportion  of 
the  Urban  Area  and  the  Development  Corporation  have  been  persuaded  to 
enter  into  a  contract  with  a  private  operator  for  the  inspection  and 
treatment  of  all  their  premises  against  rodents.  By  these  means  it  is 
hoped  to  exercise  a  strict  control  to  prevent  infestations  in  new  houses 
being  erected.  123  manholes  in  the  sewerage  system  were  tost  baited 
with  Warfarin  poison  during  July  and  baits  taken  at  17  manholes.  These 
infested  manholes  and  those  adjacent  in  every  direction  received  one 
follow  up  treatment  with  the  acute  poison  sodium  fluoracetamide. 

An  infestation  in  the  sewerage  system  in  the  Sea  Lane  area  was  treated 
during  the  year  with  Warfarin.  60  manholes  were  treated  and  the 
infestation  cleared. 
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SECTION  C 


1  HOUSING 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Urban  District 


31st  December  1570  11,992 

Density  of  houses  (number  of  houses  per  acre)  1.5 

Number  of  houses  (new)  erected  during  1970 

(a)  by  Local  Authority  Nil 

(b)  by  other  bodies  (including  Runcorn 

Development  Corporation)  1,170 

Number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority 

Permanent  2,807 

Temporary  Bungalows  52 

General  Fund  15 


2  UNFIT  HOUSES  CLEARANCE  PROGRAMME  -  HOUSING  ACT  1957 

r 

Thirty  nine  families  were  re-housed  from  unfit  houses  during  the  year. 

Orders  were  made  during  the  year  in  respect  of  211  unfit  houses.  Since 
the  slum  clearance  programme  was  resumed  after  the  war  1 ,040  houses 
(including  28  pre-fabs)  have  been  dealt  with  as  unfit  houses. 

Progress  on  the  Council's  1966/70  five  year  clearance  programme  was 
speeded  up  during  the  year  and  211  houses  were  represented  as  unfit 
leaving  approximately  174  in  this  programme  to  be  dealt  with.  Because 
of  the  Council's  large  building  programme  of  434  dwellings  to  be 
completed  during  1971/72  a  provisional  list  of  houses  to  be  included 
in  the  1971-1975  clearance  programme  was  approved  by  the  Council  in 
December  totalling  approximately  472  houses  which  together  with  the 
outstanding  programme  comprise  approximately  646  substandard  houses  to 
clear  the  Town  of  all  the  old  houses  not  capable  of  being  improved. 


3  HOUSING  WAITING  LIST 

In  December  1970  the  number  of  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  for 
Council  houses  was  458. 

The  housing  needs  of  the  applicants  were 


Old  Age  Pensioners 

160 

One  Bedroom 

38 

Two  Bedroom 

142 

Three  Bedroom 

104 

Four  Bedroom 

14 

-  18  - 


Of  the  458  applicants  90  wore  without  separate  accommodation  (lodgers) 
and  368  had  separate  accommodation  (tenants,  owner/occupiers) . 


4  IMPROVEMENT  OF  HOUSES 

During  the  year  23  Standard  Grants  and  1  Discretionary  Grant  have  been 
made  to  owners  for  the  provision  of  amenities  to  structurally  sound 
houses.  The  rate  of  improvement  of  older  fit  houses  by  the  provision 
of  the  five  amenities  ie  bath,  indoor  water  closet,  wash  hand  basin, 
hot  water  supply  and  sink  is  still  very  slow. 

As  a  result  of  a  sample  survey  of  the  older  types  of  house  in  the  town 
and  from  information  available  from  previous  surveys  and  other  sources 
it  is  estimated  that  there  are  approximately  630  structurally  sound 
houses  which  are  equipped  with  the  full  amenities  and  approximately  1250 
houses  which  are  lacking  one  or  more  of  the  basic  amenities  but  which 
could  be  brought  up  to  full  standard.  Some  of  these  houses  are  affected 
by  proposals  in  the  Urban  Renewal  plan  for  the  older  part  of  the  Town 
and  it  is  therefore  important  that  an  early  decision  on  plans  for  Urban 
Renewal  should  be  made  so  that  house  owners  can  proceed  with  improvements. 

The  increased  grants  available  under  the  Housing  act  19&9  for  improve¬ 
ments  to  houses together  with  incentives  to  owners  to  obtain  higher  rents 
for  improved  houses  which  until  the  passing  of  the  Housing  Act  19&9  were 
controlled  tenancies,  should  see  an  increase  in  the  rate  of  improvements 
to  houses. 


IMPROVEMENT  AREAS 

When  the  Urban  Renewal  Plan  for  the  Town  is  finalised  there  should  be 
no  obstacle  in  the  way  to  declaring  General  Improvement  Areas.  There 
are  several  areas  in  the  town  which  it  should  be  possible  to  declare  as 
areas  and  which  are  free  from  future  planning  proposals. 
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SECTION  D 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 

1  (a)  MILK  SUPPLY 

A'here  is  one  dairy  farm  in  the  area  of  the  Urban  District  which  ie 
registered  by  the  Minister  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

One  dairy  in  the  area  is  licensed  for  the  Pastuerisation  of  milk  by 
the  High  Temperature  Short  Time  System 

(b)  Milk  Sampling 

The  following  table  indicates  the  Reports  of  the  Analyst  of  samples 
taken  by  the  County  Council  in  the  Urban  District  during  the  year  1970. 


Class  of  Milk 

No  of 
Samples 

Appropriate 

Test 

No  of  Samples 

Passed  Failed 

Sterilised 

1 

Turbidity 

1 

Pasteurised 

28 

Phosphatase 
Methylene  Blue 

6 

28 

Untreated 

Nil 

Methylene  Blue 

-  - 

(c)  Raw  Milk  Supplies  -  Brucella  Abortus 

No  dairy  herds  in  the  district  are  licensed  to  sell  raw  milk  to  the  public. 

No  samples  were  obtained  and  submitted  for  Brucella  examination  from 
'raw  milk  herds'  in  the  area. 


2  THE  MILK.  (SPECIAL  DESIGNATION)  REGULATIONS  1963  AND  1965 

All  dealers'  licences  under  the  above  Regulations  are  issued  by  the 
Cheshire  County  Council,  The  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  area. 


3  ICE  CREAM  SAMPLES 


Type  of  Sample 

Ice  Cream 
Ice  Cream  Mix 
Ice  Lollies 


No  of  Samples 

19 

8 

2 


Grades 

2  2  2  i 

11  1  2  5 

6  11- 
Satisfactory 


Two  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  in  Grades  3  and  4  were  manufactured 
outside  the  district  and  were  referred  to  the  appropriate  Authority 
concerned.  There  are  75  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream 
and  1  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  *CT  1955 


1  (a)  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations  I960,  Regulations  16  and  19 


Type  of  Premises 

No  in  area 

Reg.  16 

No  fitted 
with  wash 
hand  basins 

Rog-  19 

No  fitted 
with  sinks 

Grocery 

68 

68 

68 

Greengrocery 

15 

13 

13 

Butchers 

22 

22 

22 

Fried  Fish 

13 

13 

13 

Catering  Establishments 

25 

25 

25 

Licensed  Premises 

42 

42 

42 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 

13 

13 

13 

Food  Factories 

-  . 

1 

1 

1 

(b)  Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

244  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  to  food  premises  and  food 
vehicles  and  19  notices  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  served  in 
respect  of  re-decoration  of  premises,  provision  of  hand  washing  facilities, 
renewal  of  worn  equipment,  structured,  repairs,  protection  of  open  food  and 
provision  of  First  aid  Materials. 

(c)  Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  premises  within  the  district. 

(d)  Unsound  food  -  Surrendered  or  Condemned 


Cwts 

Lbs 

Canned  meat  and  meat  products 

5 

20 

Other  canned  foods 

51 

82 

Open  uncooked  meat  and  meat  products 

21 

107 

78 

209 

Other  foods  -  l4l8  packets  of  frozen  food. 
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ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD 


List  of  Samples  obtained  in  the 
RUNCORN  URBhN  DISTRICT 
during  the  Year  Ended  31st  December  1970 


The  County  Council  Weights  and  Measures  Inspector  took  161  samples  of 
varied  articles  of  food  in  the  Runcorn  Urban  District  during  the  year. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  samples  not  up  to  standard  and  particulars 
of  food  complaints  from  private  purchasers. 

Particulars  of  Samples  not  up  to  Standard  1970 


No 

Sample 

Result  of 

Analysis 

Remarks 

1 

Jam  (Strawberry) 

Deficient 
solids  to 
of  4.8 % 

in  soluble 
the  extent 

Manufacturers 

Cautioned 

2 

Jam  (Strawberry) 

Deficient 
solids  to 
of  %% 

in  soluble 
the  extent 

Manufacturers 

Cautioned 

Particulars  of  Food  Complaints  from  Private  Purchasers 


From 

Nature 

Remarks 

Housewife 

Broad  contained  foreign 
matter  namely  iron 
compounds. 

Bakers  fined  £15 
Costs  £9  14s  6d 

Housewife 

Bread  contained  remains 
of  abdomen  of  small 
insect. 

Fined  £20 

Costs  £4  14s 

Housewife 

Potato  mini  chips 
containing  an  excess 
of  salt. 

No  action 

Housewi fe 

Doughnut  containing  a  wasp 

3akers  cautioned 
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SECTION  E 


Offices,  Shops  and  hailway  Premises  Act  1963 


1  GENERAL 

15  new  premises  were  registered  during  the  year,  bringing  the  total 
of  the  number  of  premises  registered  to  310. 

During  the  year  34  premises  received  General  Inspections  and  11 8  visits 
were  made  to  registered  premises  and  occupiers  were  notified  of  a 
total  of  4l  contraventions. 

The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  nature  and  number  of 
contraventions  of  the  act  discovered  on  inspection 


Cleanliness  3 
Temperature  13 
Ventilation  8 
Lighting  1 
Sanitary  Conveniences  14 
Washing  Facilities  7 
Drinking  'Water  1 
Clothing  accommodation  8 
Eating  Facilities  1 
Floors,  Passages  and  Stairs  10 
Machinery  Fencing  3 
First  Aid  8 
Information  for  Employees  14 

Total  91 


The  contravention  most  frequently  found  related  to  sanitary  conveniences, 
floors,  passages  and  stairs,  the  display  of  the  prescribed  abstract  of 
the  net  and  the  maintenance  of  a  reasonable  temperature  in  offices  and 
shops . 


2  ACCIDENTS 

During  the  year  five  accidents  were  reported  as  occurring  in 
registered  premises. 

Although  once  again  no  accidents  due  to  machinery  in  food  shops  were 
reported,  an  office  employee  received  cuts  to  his  fingers  when  one  of 
his  hands  was  drawn  into  the  nipping  rollers  of  a  largo  photocopying 
machine.  The  machine  has  since  been  modified  to  prevent  recurrence  of 
such  an  accident. 

The  gradually  decreasing  number  of  accidents  reported  each  year  may 
indicate  that  some  employers  are  tending  to  forget  their  responsibility 
to  report  accidents  to  the  local  authority. 
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ANNEX 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act  1961 


PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 

1  INSPECTIONS  FOR  THE  PURPOSE  OF  PROVISIONS  AS  TO  HEALTH 
by  Public  Health  Inspectors 


Number 

on 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Register 

k 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

1.  Factories  in 
which 

Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced 
by  Local 
Authorities 

6 

2.  Factories  not 
included  in  (1) 
in  which 

Section  7  is 
enforced  by 
the  Local 
Authority 

102 

7 

1 

2 

3-  Other  premises 
in  which 

Section  7  is 

enforced 

by  the  Local 

Authority 

(excluding 

outworkers 

premises) 

37 

1  12 

1 

Total 

145 

19 

3 

- 
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2  CaSSS  in  which  defects  WERE  found 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in 
which  defects  were 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

Refe 
to  HM 
Inspr 

‘red 

By  HM 

Inspr 

0) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of 

cleanliness 

(S.1) 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

OvercroBding 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

(3.3) 

mm 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Inadequate 

Ventilation 

(S.4) 

. 

mm 

- 

. . .  . . . — — * 

Ineffective 
drainage 
!  floors 

(S.6) 

- - - - 

mm 

mm 

- 

Sanitary 

Conveniences: 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

mm 

2 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 
against  the 

Act  (not 
including 
offences 
relating  to 
Outwork) 

2 

, 

Total 

3 

3 

2 

2 

- 

PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 
OUTWORK 

(Sections  133  and  13*0 

There  were  no  outworkers  in  the  district  during  the  year 
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